
No.6: Holy Trinity – a roof-top tour… 

I’ve always felt one of the privileges of being churchwarden is to see parts of the 

church building that are not generally accessible to the public. This month, in my 

blog, I thought I’d take you on a virtual tour of the inside of the tower and rooftop, to 

coincide with the start of the roof restoration work and the launch of our ‘ABOVE 

and BEYOND’ project. 

When I first went up the tower as a student in the 1980s I was a little shocked at the 

amount of graffiti written in the plaster blocking up the archways into the former 

‘singer’s loft’, (see the March 2017 blog). Cath scratched her name into the plaster 

and persuaded me to as well. I was somewhat reluctant and wrote my name small, I 

have struggled to find the signature since! 

My initial shock has now turned to a real affection for the graffiti wall. The plaster 

dates from 1845 and some of the names written there give a tangible link with the 

past members of Holy Trinity’s family. There are numerous names of past clergy, 

wardens, vergers and contractors and reading their names reminds me ‘we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses’ (Heb 12:1), in which the word cloud 

can also be interpreted as the seats highest up in a stadium (‘up in the clouds’) 

where the best view could be had - quite appropriate under the circumstances! 

 

 



The archways went through into a room originally 

designed as a bell ringing chamber. It has the 

windows that can be seen in the tower from outside.  

The next floor up is the level of the church clock. I’m 

always thankful that the clock is now electrified and 

so no longer needs to be wound by hand! 

The clock was given in memory of James Robinson in 

1885 (there is a plaque to him next to the main doors 

of the church). The clock is the work of Gillett & 

Johnson, of my hometown, Croydon.  

Opposite the clock is a small opening out onto the 

roof of the church nave. It is quite a tight squeeze 

and a bit tricky stepping out onto the rather rotten 

cat-ladder 

leant up the 

roof slope! 

As part of the 

roof project 

safer access 

onto the roof 

has been 

designed, so it 

will be easier to 

maintain the 

roof and 

gutters in 

future!  

The photo on 

the right is 

looking down 

the length of 

the main 

church roof 

towards the 

front of the 

church. This is 

on the north-

side of the 

church which 

will form the 

next proposed 

phase of the 

roof repairs. 

 



(Thanks to Anthony Elliott for this fantastic shot taken from his drone survey!) 



The roof repairs associated with ‘ABOVE and BEYOND’ will rectify some historic issues 

with the guttering. As can be seen in the photos above, there are tall stone parapets 

at the top of each wall, behind which the roof slopes reach up. The gutters are 

currently lined with lead (but will be replaced with stainless steel). The leadwork 

extends up the inside of the parapet wall and there is underfelt beneath the roof 

slates. Unfortunately there are only 2 downpipes on each side (with additional 

overflows for use when necessary). This have proved to be inadequate and a further 

downpipe will be fitted to each side to increase the flow of rainwater off the roof. At 

present, when there is heavy rain all the space behind the parapets fill with water 

and some of it tracks back through under the slates, soaking through the stonework 

and internal plaster. Some of the rain ends up running down the inside of the church 

walls or dripping off the purlins. The problem is worsened by poor access onto the 

roof to clear the gutters and the deterioration of the leadwork. 

The roof project will also increase the gradient of the gutters to allow the swifter flow 

of rainwater off the roof. I know all this sounds a bit technical and dull, so well done 

for keeping reading, but I thought some people might like to know what the issues 

with the roof actually are! 

To continue our ascent of the tower, the floor above the clock is the bell chamber. 

Holy Trinity’s bell was cast in York by Edward Sellar I in 1722 (so it was 97 years old 

when installed in our church). The 

bell is one of only around 20 that 

are still remaining by Sellar and is 

considered a fine example of 

craftsmanship. 

There is then a long wooden flight 

of steps around the outside of the 

bell chamber up onto the roof of 

the tower. The bell chamber was 

designed to accommodate a 

whole peal of bells, but Holy Trinity 

was considered too near to the 

Parish Church in town for a peal. 

The view from the roof-top is 

spectacular, especially on a fine 

day. When the works are all 

complete we hope to be able to 

take visitors to the top. This photo, 

was taken on a snowy January 

day in 1990, towards the end of 

some major restoration work. 

During this visit, I stood on the 

scaffolding beside the pinnacle 

shown, which had just been 

rebuilt. I’m not sure I’d have the 

same courage these days! 



This final picture is of some of our young people, taken on top of the tower in 2005 

when they were finding out more about the church and its history (see who you can 

recognise!) 

 I hope you have enjoyed this virtual tour up the tower, take care on the steps on 

your way out and remember all those who have seen the changing views from the 

tower over the past 2 centuries… 

 

Andy Barber 

May ‘17 
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