No. 26: ‘Happy New Year!

2019 —This is the year Holy Trinity celebrates its 200t birthday. So what was going on at its
birthe

The picture below is a scan from a book given to me by Dennis Angell many years ago
entitled ‘Huddersfield: Its History and Natural History’, published in 1868.

~
HUDDERSFIELD MARKET-PLACE, FIFTY YEARS AQGO. (%[8*

The book begins with a description of Huddersfield:

The town of Huddersfield, in the Wapentake (district) of Upper Agbrigg, (which
stretched west from Wakefield) is situate partly in a valley and partly on a gentle
declivity, rising to the north-west. The greater part of it is of modern erection, and this
combined with the improved taste for ornamental street architecture, and its being
built almost entirely of a fine whitish free-stone, renders it one of the prettiest and
cleanest manufacturing towns in the West Riding, - if not the whole County.

Huddersfield township covering an area of 740 acres had a population of 7268 in 1801,
nearly doubling to 13,284 by 1821. The township included the hamlets of Fartown, Marsh,
Deighton and Bradley.

Another book documenting this period of Huddersfield's history is ‘Huddersfield in the
1820s’, published in 2009, from which the following map is reproduced:



The map shows that there were fields between the town and the site of the church, just to
the west of the map area. Huddersfield was a small market town in a largely rural district.
Manufacturing was developing in the textile mills spread along the valley bottoms to
utilise water (and later steam) power and locally many people were still employed in
‘cottage’ industries.

In the classroom, | have frequently made use of a British Council film made for schools in
1945, called ‘"We of the West Riding’ which explains the development of the textile
industry. It is worth a watch — hitps://www.youtube.com/watchev=WohhLX YLIE

At the time of the
church’s opening, the {
largest building in | |
Huddersfield was its
Cloth Hall, which stood
on the site of Sainsbury’s
at the head of Cloth Hall
Street. Builtin 1768, it
was a circular, red-brick
building. Demolished in
1930 to make way for
the Ritz cinema, the
cupola (bell tower)
which was above the
entrance was preserved
and now stands in
Ravensknowle Park.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WohhLX_YLlE

The Cloth Hall was a dedicated market building providing accommodation for up to 2000
cloth merchants tfrading in finished cloth. Before its construction traders plied their wares
from the Market Place, the churchyard of the Parish Church and Beast Market.

The Cloth Hall was needed as Huddersfield grew increasingly important for the woollen
textile fown in the eighteenth century.

Huddersfield boasted daily horse-drawn coach services to Sheffield, Manchester, Leeds
and Halifax, running from the Pack Horse Inn, the Ramsden Arms and the George. Travel
was dangerous and accidents common, often through reckless driving. Daily postal

services had begun in 1775 and the first daily Royal Mail coach to Leeds began in 1821.

Constables had first been appointed just prior to 1819. Huddersfield had its own prison —
the ‘Towser’, near Shorehead. The town'’s stocks were situated in the Market Place. In this
period Huddersfield was a centre of the Luddite protests in which bands of factory and
mill workers destroyed machinery which they believed threatened their jobs. In 1812, at
the height of the disturbances, the Huddersfield Prosecuting Society was formed, made
up of individual fradesmen, merchants, manufacturers and bankers etc. who paid
subscriptions to pursue and apprehend miscreants.

Law and order was improved after 1820 with the passing of the ‘Huddersfield
Improvement Act’ with Improvement Commissioners appointed for the provision of
lighting, watching and cleansing. The Commissioners jurisdiction extended 1,200 yards
from the Market Cross. The provision of gas street-lighting was one of the early acts of the
Commissioners. Improvements to the town's water supply soon followed. The Town Crier
would walk the streets making announcements.

Working hours were long, with shops staying open until 10pm and most offices open until
8pm every day except Sunday.

1819 marked the year that the Huddersfield Dispensary was formed on the merger of two
smaller organisations. The Dispensary boasted three surgeons and provided basic medical
and surgical assistance for the poor. It was to be over 10 more years before the Infirmary
was completed. Also opened in 1819 was the Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel. Seating
3000 it was the largest Methodist church building in the world.

It was against this local backdrop that Holy Trinity opened its doors for worship. However it
was also a time of great national change and development. For much of the period
between 1793 and 1815, Britain had been at war with Revolutionary and Napoleonic
France. Victories at Trafalgar in 1805 and Waterloo in 1815 confirmed Britain’s position as a
‘European Great Power’.

Politically, Britain was a constitutional monarchy in which the reigning King could exercise
considerable influence, most significantly in 1800 when George lll intervened to prevent
Catholic Emancipation. Most individuals were powerless to change their situation and
only 3% of the male population had the right to vote in Parliamentary elections. It was a
time of dramatic social and economic change. By 1815 Britain had already undergone
the early stages of an industrial revolution and it continued to develop rapidly to become
the ‘workshop of the world’ and a predominantly urban society by the middle of the
century.



New Year and the month of January is traditionally the time to look back and also
forward. The history of our town and nation of two centuries ago at the time of the birth of
our church tells of a time of great uncertainty. Today, within the nation and in our
relationship with the other powers of Europe we face new uncertainties. Once again
there appears to be a growing sense of powerlessness despite us living in a parliamentary
democracy. The gap between the opportunities available for the wealthy and those in
poverty appears to be growing. Communities are still learning to adapt to changing
patterns of communication and debates continue in how best to provide policing, health
and education services for all. In 2019, for our local council, meeting the needs of the
town’s inhabitants is increasingly a challenge.

Benjamin Haigh Allen, the patron of Holy Trinity built the church with this back-story. As a
wealthy landowner and member of the Established Church, he saw it as his duty to
provide for those around him. He built the church for people’s spiritual development; the
Infirmary and waterworks for their physical needs; socially he administered justice as a
local magistrate and provided education for children and young people.

In 2019 the church still has the responsibility to work for justice, peace and the spreading
of the gospel light into all the dark places of our town, our nation and our world. As we
celebrate this year may we be careful to learn from our history.

"Those who fail to learn from history are condemned to repeat it."
(Winston Churchill 1948)
Andy Barber
January ‘19
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